
Rockcliffe Flying Club 

Cross-Border Operations 



Cross-Border Ops 

AGENDA: 

1.  Planning a flight to the US 

2.  Flying into the US 

3.  US Flight Planning/Differences 

4.  Returning to Canada 

5.  Q&A / Discussion 

6.  RFC Handouts & Tonyôs Checklist 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅUser Fee Decal 

ÅElectronic Passenger Manifests 

ÅFlight Plan 

ÅAirport of Arrival (Airport of Entry) 

ÅNearby International Airports 

ÅUS Customs (at Airport of Entry) 

ÅOver-flights 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅUser Fee Decal: 

ïUsed to be able to buy on arrival, but not always 

ïDecal # is required on the Arrival Manifest 

ïOrder on-line:  DETOPS 

https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov/  

ï$27US per calendar year 

ïFirst time register as a new user, then get 

prompted to renew every year 

 

ïPrint, bring the receipt email in case decal is 

late arriving 

 

https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov/


1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅUser Fee Decal: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ïPrint & bring your receipt in case decal is late 

arriving 

 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅElectronic Passenger Manifests (1) 

ïHeadache, but mandatory since 2009 

ïElectronically submitted Passenger Manifests 

required for all entering and departing USA 

ïeAPIS web-site:  https://eapis.cbp.dhs.gov/  

ïSign-up early: 

ÅFirst time on-line can be rough, lots of info required 

ÅUp to 2 weeks to activate account 

ÅPilot, crew and aircraft information kept 

ÅPassenger and trip-specific information must be 

entered for each trip 

 

https://eapis.cbp.dhs.gov/


1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅAirport of Arrival (Airport of Entry)  

ïCBP List of airports:  

Åhttp://www.cbp.gov/linkhandler/cgov/travel/private_fl

yers/airport_inspection.ctt/airport_inspection.pdf 

ïCheck AOPA for guidance: 

Åhttp://www.aopa.org/members/airports/pdfs/internati

onal_ops.pdf  

ïCheck AirNav for airport info:  

Åhttp://www.airnav.com/ 

http://www.cbp.gov/linkhandler/cgov/travel/private_flyers/airport_inspection.ctt/airport_inspection.pdf
http://www.cbp.gov/linkhandler/cgov/travel/private_flyers/airport_inspection.ctt/airport_inspection.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/members/airports/pdfs/international_ops.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/members/airports/pdfs/international_ops.pdf
http://www.airnav.com/


1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅRecommended International Airports 

ïSouth:   

ÅBurlington Vermont 

ÅWatertown or Massena 

ÅSyracuse 

ïWest 

ÅBuffalo, New York 

ÅPort Huron, Michigan 

ÅBaudette, Minnesota 

ïOshkosh 

ÅDrummond Island 

ÅSanderson Field, Sault St Marie 

 

 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅRecommended International Airports 

 

 

Airport  Town, State  CBP Hours  Notice  Phone  

KBTV Burlington, Vermont  0800 ï 2100 daily  1 hr.  802.864.5181  

KMSS Massena, New York  0800 ï 2400 daily  1 hr.  315.769.3091  

KSYR Syracuse, New York  0830 ï 1700 Mon -  Fri  1 hr.  315.455.2271  

KBUF Buffalo, New York  0800 -  1700 Mon ï Sat  1 hr.  716.632.4727  

Call weekdays before 1400  

KPHN Port Huron, Michigan  On-call  1 hr.  810. 985 -9541  

Call weekdays before 1700  

KANJ Sault St Marie ï Sanderson Fld  On-call  1 hr.  906. 632 -2631  

KBDE Baudette, Minnesota  On-call  1 hr.  218.634.2803  

KDRM Drummond Island  Mid Jun ï mid Sep  

1700 ï 0100Z  

1 hr.  902.632.8822  

906.632. 7221  



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅRecommended International Airports 

 

 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅRecommended International Airports 

 

 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅRecommended International Airports 

 

 

KDRM - Drummond Island, Michigan 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅElectronic Passenger Manifests (2) 

ïSubmit manifest minimum 1 hour before flight 

ÅManifest receipt by e-mail 

ÅWithin 30 minutes, e-mailed permission to fly 

ÅPrint and carry the Manifest, Confirmation and 

Permission to Fly e-mails 

ïRecommendations: 

ÅSubmit arrival and departure manifests early 

ïCan submit multiple manifests, days or weeks in 

advance 

ÅCall local CBP office for ETA changes or questions 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 
 

eAPIS receipt / manifest clearance email: 
The following information was received:                                                                                   

  

*****FLIGHT SUMMARY*****           

        Sender ID               :APGA8545                            

        Confirmation #          :EAPIS-3560442            

        Aircraft Tail Nbr       :CGKXD    

        ETA Date                :08/05/2012 

        ETA Time                :08:30 

        Arrival                 :KANJ/SAULT STE MARIE MUNI 

        Departure               :CYRO/CAN                  

  

*****Message Status***** 

        # Messages Received     :            1 

        # Processed             :            1                                  

        # Not Processed/Fatal   :            0 

  

*****Counts Summary***** 

        # Passengers processed  :            0 

        # Crew processed        :            1 

  

CBP is confirming receipt and APIS processing of your manifest submission.  CBP recommends that you print this email for your records. 

Based upon the information submitted, the travelers identified within this manifest are cleared for this flight. 

  

Permission to land and/or landing rights and other notifications that may be required by the CBP destination port must be coordinated directly 

with the port as required by the Port Director. If the flight is being precleared at a CBP preclearance port of entry, permission to land and/or 

landing rights will be granted through the preclearance process. 

  

The CBP Form 178 is no longer a valid form and is not required for arrival in to the United States. 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅUS Customs (before departure): 

ïAfter filing eAPIS, advise local US Customs by 

phone of ETA:  

ÅUsually 1 ï 2 hours notice required 

ïKeep record of who you contacted 

ÅCustoms will confirm that they have your eAPIS 

manifest 

 



1. Planning a Flight to the US 

ÅFlight Plan: 

ïYou must file the Canada to USA border 

crossing flight plan with NavCanada:   

Å1-866-WXBRIEF 

ÅElectronically:  
https://plan.navcanada.ca/template/create_from_existing/12722  

ïRegular Canadian (ICAO) format 

ïBefore crossing border: 

ÅConfirm with ATC that plan is active 

ïKeep note of how you activated the flight plan 

ÅSquawk assigned transponder code 

ÅIn contact with ATC 

https://plan.navcanada.ca/template/create_from_existing/12722
https://plan.navcanada.ca/template/create_from_existing/12722


2. Flying into the US 

ÅThe Arrival: 

 



2. Flying into the US 

ÅThe Arrival: 

 



2. Flying into the US 

ÅThe Arrival: 

 



2. Flying into the US 

ÅThe Arrival: 

 



2. Flying into the US 

ÅUS Customs (Upon Landing): 

Arrive within +/- 15 min of ETA at their ramp 
 

ïSo include expected circuit time and taxi time 

ïRemain in the aeroplane until told to exit 

ïCustoms can be flexible wrt ETA but you must 

communicate with them 

ïDonôt arrive early or late without notice 

ÅRadio or phone local agents 

ïIf necessary, land in Canada 

and update ETA 

 



2. Flying into the US 

ÅUS Customs (Upon Landing): 

 


